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By JOHN WEIGLE

Charles Price remembers his
childhood on  Ventura Avenue
as a {ime of hiking by, {fishing
from, diving into or swimming
in the Ventura River.

As a membar of the Ventura
County Tish and Game Com-
mission, he has embarked on a
project of bringing the river
back io that state,

“We've lost a valuable re-
souwrce, and I think we should
restore it and rehabilitate it,”
he said.

“Theye’s a lot of different
kinds of people that would be
interested in this wriver,” he
said, Fishermen, hikers, young-
slers, school teachers and Ave-
nue residents who have a rec-
reation problem, '

“They didn’t have it when I
grew up on the Avenue, be-
cause that (river) was our play-
ground,” he recalled.

Restoration of the rviver — or,
at least, determining if it's pos-
sible — s a fish and game com-
mission project which fits in
well with a longtime dream of
Price’s, he said.

He has already conducted one

hike along the riverbed be-

tween . Foster  Park and. the
river mouth, and he plans more
in upcoming weeks for govern-
ment  officials and interested
citizens.

He's trying 10 get peopie who
make decisions which deter-
mine the river’s future ‘to phy-
sically be on the river — to see
it, to smel it, to feel it, and,
if they dare, to taste it

Tasting isn’t recomimended
for most of the river below
Foster Park. Citizens and their
government agencies have
made ‘‘a public sewer out of
it,” Price said.

In a recent hike, Price show-
ed companions the Oak View
Sanitary District sewer  treat-
ment plant discharging deter-
gent foam into ‘he river; the
Shell Chemical plant, where
several hikers detected a strong
ammonia odor near a drain
pipe: and the outlet of a Rock-
lite drain, where a thick, gooey
mud slid into the river.

Price remembers when steel-
head came home 1o the river
1o spawn and attvacted fisher-
men frem miles around,
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The last run was in 1048, a
dry vear when the river mouth
didn’t break open to the sea
and the fish couldn’t make it
back to their home grounds.

It was a great year for surf
fishing around Hobo Jungle, he
recalls, but adds:

“It was rather sad to see

some of them coming wp on '

the beach and laying their eggs
in the sand like grunion.”

That was the year which
broke the fishing cycle.

“I would like to see Tiver
from Foster Park down,” Price
said. “It doesn’t appear at this
time to be feasible to carvy it

for even that distance? After
all, water needs have increased
since 1948, Casitas Dam is hold-
ing back a large flow and peo-
ple may not be thrilled about
the idea of letting valuable wat-
er run down the river to the
sea.

Price thinks it is, although
he admits there are a lot of
problems involved.

“What is involved in it? Co-
operation, more than anything,”
Price said. Cooperation from
government agencies, industries
and potential new users of the
river,

Some agencies have already
expressed qualified support for
the proposal, Price said.

*‘The lion’s share of the water
is being contained in Casitas,”
Price said. He ‘hopes to con-
vince Castias Municipal Water
District that it could stabilize
the level of the lake and still
let out emough of the luke’s
inflosy to make a living river,

Price isn't thinking of @ roar-
ing Mississippi, he added, but
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of a series of pools interspersed
with rapids.

He charges that up to now
there has bdeen ‘‘a general com-
plete lack of cuncern for the
welfare and well being of the
river. I don’t think (oo many
people think of a river as a
living entity, but it is5.”

Some pools along the river,
especially north of Shell Chem-
ical aperations, contain life,
Price and biologist Thor Wils-
rud said. Below that area, the
river is nearly dead.

“Population  and  industry

have come hand in hand to do

this,” Price contends.

< Arcivitinl-renction-to Price’s
proposal has been that it would
be impossible to drain Lake Ca-
sitas just to have a flowing riv-
er. “] couldn’'t agree more,”
Price said.

“I’'ve observed water rnming
continuously in the stream for
the last five years” in varying
amounts, Price said. Another
20 to 30 cubic feet per secend
would double the size of the
stream and make life possible,
he believes.

Service clubs and conserva-
tionists might want to plant
trees along the river to pro-
vide shade for both the fish
and the fishermen, he said.

Industries which have wused
the river for their cwn benefit
may wish to help restore it,
he added.

“I am looking for the day
when a greater part of the con-
cern and cost may be borne
by some of our major indus-
tries and cornorations.” he said.
quoitng  approvingly from a
speech by David Rockefeller of
Chase Manhattan Bank: “In my

some. of the eonditions of the
lagoon - now,” Price said. But
the water coming into the la-
goon would have to be cleaned
up.

ie Ventura River: Will The
Steelhead Ever Return?

“I see a tremendous value
thgm This would be ove of the
primary benefits of it,” Price
said.

If the Ventura River flow
could be increased, if # could
be stocked by the state and if
the fish would start their own
life eyele of going out to sea
and gatuming, “we would have
2 unique tourist -attraction in
Southern California.”

With at least 55 million fish.
ermen in the country, such a
Streain. would pull a lot of peo-
ple to Ventura County, he said.
_“How many miles, or feet
if you will of open, running
streams do you have that are
accessible fo the public?” Price
wonders. I Ventura had an-
other steelhead run, “We would
have fishermen coming out of
the woodwork from all nver, in-
cluding our own fishermen "

If something fsn't done to pro-
tect the river, Price helieves,
Ventura will have “another Los
Angeles River, which is a very
Barrow, cement-lined ohannel,
zha;;:}}? recreationally and esthet-

. HO one even 0
S cares fo

“Do the people of this area
want to perform the same aet
Upon their area, upon their city,
or do they not?” Price asks,
ltesp_nmes_ he has had so far,
he said, indicate “that people
do not want this area paved

_ But, he warned, “We ave hav-
ing the same thing happen in

our county — up o this point
~— that Los Angeles County has
+ . . Who wants to live in fthose
places any more and why don’t
they want to live there?”

What about starting: at the
moluth of the river, where there
js already a lagoon and water
to work with?

That's a possibility, Price
said, but it wouldn’t do away
with the need for work up-
stream. 5

“You could certainly enhance

‘The conditions at the mouth

view the most successful com- of the river are the result of
pani¢s, in the fuwre, will be 1 Jot of things that went on
those that ave creatively con- above the mouth of the river,”.
cerned not only with increasing ne explained, :
the nation’s wealth but also

with enhanecing the public’s wel-

fave.™




“I have fo get a great num-
ber of people involved and a




