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life and property in said distriet, and to prevent waste of water
or diminution of the water supply iu, or exportation of water
from said district, and to obtain, retain and reclaim drainage,
storm, flood and other waters for beneficial use in said distriet.

Ventura County Flood Control District is hereby declared
to be a hody corporate and politic and as such shall have power:

1. To have perpetual succession.

2. To sue and be sued in the name of said distriet in all actions
and proceedings in all courts and tribunals of competent juris-
diction.

3. To adopt a seal and alter it at pleasure.

4. To take by grant, purchase, gift, devise or lease, or other-
wise, and to hold, use, enjoy and to lease or dispose of real or
personal property of every kind within or without the distriet
necessary or convenient to the full exercise of its powers.

5. To acquire, by purchase, lease, construetion or otherwise,
or contract to acquire, lands, rights of way, easements, privi-
leges and property of every kind, whether real or personal,
and to construect, maintain and operate any and all works or
improvements within or without the district necessary or
proper to carry out any of the objeels or purposes of this act,
and to complete, extend, add to, repair or otherwise improve
any works or improvements or propertv acquired by it as
authorized by this act.

6. To store water In surface or underground reservoirs
within or outside of the district for the common benefit of a
zone or zones affected; to conserve and reclaim water for
present and future use within the district; to appropriate and
acquire water and water rights, and import water into the dis-
trict and to conserve within or outside of the district, same for
any useful purpose to tae district; to commence, maintain,
intervene in and compromise, in the name of the district, or
otherwise, and to assume the costs and expenses of any action
or proceeding involving or affecting the ownership or use of
waters or water riehts within the distriet used or useful for
any purpose of the district or of eommon benefit to any land
situated therein, or involving the wasteful use of water therein;
to commence, maintain, intervene in, defend and eompromise
and to assume the cost and expenses of any and all actions and
proceedings now or hereafter begun; to prevent interference
with or diminution of, or to declare rights in the natural flow
of any stream or surface or subterranean supply of waters used
or useful for any purpose of the district or of common benefit
to the lands within the distriet or to its inhabitants; to prevent
unlawful exportation of water from said district; to prevent con-
tamination, pollution or otherwise rendering unfit for beneficial
use the surface or subsurface water used in said district, and
to commence. maintain and defend actions and proceedings to
prevent any such interference with the aforesaid waters as may
endanger or damage the inhabitants, lands, or use of water in
the district; provided, however, that said distriet shall not have
power to intervene or take part in, or to pay the costs or expenses
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of, actions or coutroversies between the owners of lands or
water rights within the boundaries of the distriet and which
do not involve taking water outside of or away from the district.

7. To control the flood and storm waters of said distriet, and
the flood and stormn waters of streams that have their source
outside of said distriet, but which streams and the flood waters
thereof, flow into said district, and to conserve such waters for
beneficial and useful purposes within said distriet by spreailing,
storing, retaining and causing to percolate into the soil within
or without said distriet, or to save or conserve in any manner
all or any of such waters and protect from damage from such
flood or storm waters the watercourses, watersheds, public aigh-
ways, life and property in said distriet.

8. To have and exereise the right of eminent domain, either
within or without said district, and in the manner provided by
law for the condemnation of private property for public use, to
take any property nccessary to carry out any of the objects or
purposes of this act, whether such property be already devoted
to the sanie use by any district or other public corporatiom or
agency or otherwise, and to condemn any existing works or
improvements in said distriet now or hereafter used to control
flood or storin waters, or to eonserve such flood or storm waters
or lo protect any property in said district from damage from
sueh flood or storm waters, and it is hereby declared that the
use of the property, lands, rights of way, easements, or nate-
rials which may be condemned, taken or appropriated under
the provision of this act is a public use subject to the regulation
and control of the State in the manuer preseribed by law; pro-
vided, however, that nothing in this aet contained shall be
deemed to authorize said distriet, or any person or persons to
divert the waters of any river, creek, stream, irrigation syitem,
canal or ditch, from its echannel. to the detriment of any person,
or persons having any interest in such river, ereek, stream,
irrigation system, canal or diteh, or the waters therecf or
therein, unless previous compensation be first ascertained and
paid therefor, under the laws of this State authorizing the
taking ol private property for public uses.

The power of eminent domain vested in the board of super-
visors of said distriet shall include the power to conden.n in
the name of the district either the fee simple or any lesser
estate or interest in any real property which said board by
resolution shall determine is necessary for carrying ou: the
purposes of this act. Such resolution shall be prima facie
cvidence that the taking of the fee simple or easement, a3 the
case may be, is necessary.

‘Whenever real property which is devoted to or held for some
other public or quasi public use is required by the district
for flood control or water conservation purposes, the distriet
may condemn real property adjacent thereto or in the hmme-
diate vicinity thereof to be exchanged for the real property
requured by the distriet as aforesaid for flood eontrol or water
conservation purposes.
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9. To enter upon any land, to make surveys and locate the
necessary works of improvement and tle lines for channels, con-
duits, canals, pipclines, roadways and other rights of way; fo
acquire by purchase, lease, contraci, condemnation, gift, or
other legal means all lands and water a1d water rights and other
property necessary or convenient for i.1e eonstrusation, use, sup-
ply, maintenance, repair and improvement of said works, inelud-
ing works constructed and being constructed by private owners,
lands for reservoirs for storage of necessary water, and all
necessary appurtenances, and also where necessary or con-
venient to said end, and for said purposes and uses, to acquire
and hold the stock of corporations, domestie or foreign, owning
water or water rights, canals, waterworks, franchises, con-
cessions or rights; to enfer into and do any acts necessary or
proper for the performance of any agreement with the United
States, or any State, county, district of any kind, public or
private corporation, association, firm or individual, or any
number of them, for the joint aequisition, constraction, leasing,
ownership, disposition, use, management, maintenance, repair
or operation of any rights, works or other property of a kind
whieh might be lawfully acquired or owned by said Ventura
County Flood Control District; to acquire the right to store
water in any reservoirs, or to carry water through any canal,
ditech or eonduit not owned or controlled by the distriet; to
grant to any owner or lessee the right to the tse of any water
or right to store such water in any reservoir of the district, or
to carry such water through any tunnels, canal, ditch, or con-
duit of the district; to enter into and do any acts necessary or
proper for the performar.ce of any agreement with any district
of any kind, public or private corporation, association, firm or
individual, or any number of them for the transfer or delivery
to any sueh distriet, corporation, association, firm or individual
of any water right or water puinped, stored, appropriated or
otherwise acquired or secured for the use of the Ventura County
Flood Control Distriet, or for the purpose of exchanging the
same for other water, water right or water supply in exchanee
for water, water right o1 water supply to be delivered to said
district by the other party to said agrecment; to cooperate with,
and to act in conjunction with, the State of California, or any
of its engineecs, officers, boards, commissions, departments or
agencies, or with the Government of the United States, or any
of its engineews, officers, boards, commissions, departments or
agencies, or with any public or private corporation, in the con-
struetion of any work for the controlling of flood cr storm waters
of said district, or for the protection of life or property therein,
or for the purpose of corserving said waters for beneficial use
within said distriet, or in any other works, acts, or purposes
provided for herein, and to adopt anc eavry out any definite
plan or system of work for any such purpose.

10. To carry on techunical and other investigations of all
kinds, make measurements, collecl data, and make analyses,
studies, and inspections pertaining to water supply, water
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rights, control of floods and use of water, both within and with-
out said district, and for this purpose said distriet shall have the
right of access through its authorized representative to all srop-
erties within said district.

11. To incur indebtedness and to issue bonds in the menner
herein provided.

12. To eause taxes and assessments to be levied and collected
for the purpose of paying any obligation of the district, aad to
carry out any of the purposes of this act, in the manner herein-
after provided.

13. To make contracts, and to employ labor, and to do all acts
necessary for the full exercise of all powers vested in saicl dis-
triet, or any of the officers thereof, by this act.

Sec. 8. The board of supervisors of Ventura County shall
be, and they are hereby designated as, and empowered to act as,
ex officio the board of supervisors of said Ventura County 1lood
Control Distriet, and said board of supervisors is hereby author-
ized to adopt reasonable rules and regulations to facilitate the
exercise of its powers and duties berein set forth.

The distriet attorney, county surveyor, county assussor,
county tax collector, county auditor and county treasur:r of
the County of Ventura, and their successors in office, and
all their assistants, deputies, clerks and employees, and all nther
officers of said Ventura County, their assistants, deputies, clerks
and employees, shall be ex officio officers, assistants, deputies,
clerks and employees respectively of said Ventura Ccunty
Flood Control District, and shall respectively perform, unless
otherwise provided by said board of supervisors, the same
various duties for said district as for said Ventura County, in
order to carry out the provisions of this act; provided, how-
ever, that where the county surveyor is a reglstered civil engi-
neer and is employed by the board of supervisors to supervise the
engineering work of said distriet, the board of supervisors may
provide for compensation for his services hereunder, in addi-
tion to his salary as county surveyor of Ventura County. Such
increase shall be paid from the funds of the Ventura Ccunty
Flood Control Distriet.

In addition to the officers and employees herein otherwise
prescribed, said board of supervisors may in their discretion
appoint a chairman, a secrctary and such other officers, agents
and employces for said board or district as in their judgment
may be deemed nccessary, preseribe their duties and fix their
compensation, said officers, agents and employees to hold their
respective offices or positions during the pleasure of said board.

All ordinances, resolutions and other legislative acts for said
distriet shall be adopted by said board of supervisors, and
certified to, recorded and published, in the same manner, except
as herein otherwise expressly provided, as are ordinances, reso-
lutions or other legislative acts for the County of Ventura.

SEc. 9. The said board of supervisors of said distriet shall
have power to make and enforce all needful rules and regula-
tions for the administration and government of said district,
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and to appoint and employ all needful agents, superintendents,
engineers and employvees {o properly look after the performance
of any work provided for in this act and to operate and maintain
said works, and to perform all other acts necessary or proper
to accomplish the purposes of this act.

Sec. 10. Said board of supervisors shall have jurisdiction
and power to employ by resolution a competent registered civil
engineer or engineers 1o investicate carefully the best plan or
plans to control the flood and storm waters of said distriet, and
the zones thereof, and the fiood and storm waters of streams that
have their souree outside of said distriet but which stream and
the flood waters thereof flow into said district, and to conserve
such waters for beneficial and useful purposes by spreading,
storing, retaining or causing to percolate into the soil within
or without said district, or to save or eonserve in any manner,
any or all of such waters, and to protect the watercourses,
watersheds, public highways, life and property in said district
from damage from such waters; and to obtain such other infor-
mation in regard thereto as may be deemed necessary or useful
for carrying out the purdoses of this act, and such resolution
may direct such engineer or engineers to make and file reports
from time to time with said board of supervisors, which shall
show:

1. A general description of the work to be done on each
projeet or work of improvement.

2. @eneral plans, profiles, cross-sections and general specifi-
cations of the work to be done on each project or work of
improvement.

3. A general deseription of the lands, rights of way, ease-
ments and property proposed to be taken, acquired or injured
in carrying out said work.

4. A map or maps which shall show the location and zone of
each of said projects or improvements, and lands, rights of way,
easements aud property to be taken, acquired or injured in car-
rying out said work, and any other information in regard to
the same that may be deemed necessary or useful.

5. An estimate of the cost of each projeet or work of improve-
ment, including an estimete of the cost of lands, rights of way,
eagements and property proposed to be taken, acquired or
injured in earrying out <aid project or work of improvement,
and also of all incidental expenses likely to be incurred in con-
nection therewith, including legal, clerieal, engineering, super-
intendence, inspection, printing and advertising, and stating
the total amount of bounds, if any, necessary to be issued to pay
for the same.

Said engineer or engireers shall from time to time and as
directed by the board of sapervisors file with caid board supple-
mentary, amendatory and additional reports and recommenda-
tions, as necessity and corvenience may require.

Such engineer or engineers, employed by said resolution,
shall have power and authority, subject to the control and diree-
tion of said board of supervisors, to employ such engineers,
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surveyors, and others, as may be required for making all surveys
or doing any other work necessary for the making of such report.

The said board of supervisors may at any time remove any or lmuwng
all of the engineers or employees appomted or employed nnder
this act, and may fill any vacanecies occurring among them from
any cause.

SEc. 11, The legal title to all property acquired under the mueto
provisions of this act shall immediately and by operation of law "
vest in said district, and shall be held by said district, in trust
for. and is hereby dedicated and set apart to, the uses an¢ pur-
poses set forth in this act. The board of supervisors is hereby
authorized and empowered to hold, use, acquire, manage, occupy
and possess said property, as herein provided; and said board
of supervisors may determine, by resolution duly entered in
their minutes that any property, real or personal, held by said
distriet is no longer necessary to he retained for the uses and
purposes thereof, and may thereafter sell or otherwise d.spose
of said property, or lease the same,

SEC. _]2 The board of supervisors of said district shal have e Lov ing
power, in any year:

1. To levy an ad valorem tax or assessment upon all te.xable
property in the district to pay the costs and expenses of said
Ventura County Flood Control District and to carry out any
of the objects or purposes of this aet of common benefit to the
district as a whole, and

2. To levy an ad valorem tax or assessment upon all tzxable
property in each or any of said zones, according to the benefits
derived or to be derived by said respective zones, to pay t} e cost
and expenses of carrving out any of the objects or purpcses of
this act of special benefit to said respective zones, including the
construeting, maintaining, operating, extending, repairing or
otherwise improving any or all works or improvements within
said respective zones. It is declared that all property within a
given zone is equally benefited nnder this act.

Said taxes or assessments shall be levied and collected together
with, and not separately from, taxes for county purposes, and
the revenues derived from said taxes shall be paid in.o the
county treasury to the credit of said district, and said board of
sapervisors shall have the power to control and order the
expenditure thereof for said purposes; provided, however, that
no revenues, or portions thereof, derived in any of the several
zones from the taxes or assessments levied under the provisions
of subdivision 2 of this seetion shall be expended for construet-
ing. maintainine, operating, extending, repairing or oth:rwise
improving any works or improvements located in any other
zone except as provided in Section 14 hereof; and provided
further, however, that the aggregate taxes or assessments levied
under this act for any one fiscal yvear shall not exceed twenty
(20) cents on each one hundred dollars ($100) of the assessed
valuation of the taxable property in said zones exclusive of any
tax or assessment levied to meet the bonded indebtedness «f said
zones and the interest thereon,
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Sec. 13. Claims against the district shall be prepared, pre-
sented, audited and allowed or disallowed in the same manner
and within the periods of time specificd in the Political Code of
the State of California for the pre-p'n*n.m presenting, auditing,
and allowance or disallowance of claims acainst countm<;

Sec. 14, Tae board of superviscrs of said distriet may insti-
tute joint projects by contiguous zones for the financing,
constructing, maintaining, operating, extending, repairing
or otherwise Improving any work or improvement located or
to be located -n either of said zones and of common benefit
to said participating zones. For the purpose of acquiring
authority to proceed with any such joint project, the board of
supervisors shall adopt a resolution specifying its intention to
undertake such joint project, together with the engineering
estimates of the cost of same and propo: tionate costs to be borne
by the participating zoness and fixing a time and place for
public hearing of said resclution and which shall refer to a map
or maps showing the general location and general construction
of said project. Notice of such hearing shall be given by publi-
cation once a week for two consecutive weeks prior to said hear-
ing, the last publication of which notice must be at least seven
(7) days before said hearing, in a newspaper of general circu-
lation, cireculated in each of said participating zones, and if
there be no such newspaper then by postmo* notice for two con-
secutive weeks prmr to said hearing in five public places in
each of said participating zones. Sald notice must designate a
public place in each of said participating zones where a eopy of
the map or maps of said joint project may be seen by any inter-
ested person; said map must be posted in each of said publie
places so designated in said notice at least two weeks prior {o
said hearing.

At the time and plaee dxed for the niearing, or at any time
to which said iearing may be eontinued, the board of super-
visors shall consider all written and oral objections to the pro-
posed joint project. TUpon the conclusion of the hearing the
board of supervisors may abandon the proposed joint preject
or proceed with the same, tanless prior to the conclusion of said
hearing written protests against the proposed joint project
signed hy a majority in number of the registered voters resid-
ing within either of said zones be filed with the board of super-
visors, in which event said project must be abandoned.

Sec. 15. (1) Whenever the board of supervisors shall
determine that a bonded irdebtedness should be incurred to pay
the cost of any work or improvement in any zone, the sa:d board
may by resolutior, passed by unanimous vote of the entire
board, ‘determine and decizare the respective amounts of bonds
in order to raise the asmount of money necessary for each work
or improvement and the denomination and rate of interest of
said bonds. Said board shall eause a copy of said resolution,
duly certified by the elerk, to be filed for record in the office of
the recorder of Ventura County within five (5) days after its
issuance. From and after said filing the said board shell be
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deemed vested with the authority to proceed with said bond
election.

(2) After the filing for record of the resolution specified in Sneclal
subdivision (1) of this section, the said board of supervisors
may call a speeial election in said zone at which shall be sub-
mitted to the qualified electors of said zone the question whether
or not bonds shall be issued in the amount or amounts ceter-
mined in said resolution and for the purpose or purposes
therein stated. Said bonds and the interest thereon shell be
paid from revenue derived from annual taxes or assessinents
levied upon the property taxable by said distriet situated within
the zone, and all such taxable propertv shall be and remain
Liable to be taxed for such payments as provided in this art.

(3) Said board of supervisors shall call such special election
by ordinance and not otherwise and submit to the qualified elec-
tors of said participating zones the proposition of incurring
a bonded debt in said zone in the amount and for the purposes
stated in said resolution and shall recite therein the objects and
purposes for which the indebtedness is proposed to be incurred ;
provided that it shall be sufficient to give a brief, general
description of such objects and purposes, and refer to the reso-
lution adopted by said board of supervisors, and on file for
particulars; and said ordinances shall also state the estiriated
cost of the proposed work and improvements, the amount of the
principal of the indebtedness to be ineurred therefor, and what
part of such indebtedness shall be paid each and every year,
and which shall be not less than one-fortieth (1/40) of the "whole
amount of such indebtedness, and the rate of interest to be paid
on said indebtedness, and shall fix the date on which such special
election shall be held, and the form and eontents of the ballot to
be used. The rate of interest to be paid on such indebtedness
shall not exceed five per cent (5% ) per annum. For the pur-
poses of said election. said board of supervisors shall in said
ordinance establish election preecinets within the boundaries of
the said participating zone and may form election preeincts by
consolidating the precincts established for general election pre-
cinets in said district to a number not exceeding six for each
such bond election precinct, and shall designate a polling place
and appoint one inspector, one judge and one clerk for each
of such precinets.

In all particulars not recited in said ordinance, such election
shall be held as nearly as practicable in econformity with the
ceneral election laws of the State.

Said board of supervisors shall cause a map or maps to be Maps
prepared covering a genecral deseription of the work to be done,
which said map shall show the location of the proposed works
and improvements and shall cause the said map to be posted in
a prominent place in the county courthouse for public inspec-
tion for at least thirty (30) days before the date fixed for such
election,



188

Eleetion
notice

Defects 1
proceedings

Bonds
Form

Erenomina-
twn

Bonds
Tszue and
sule

STATUTES OF CALIFORNIA [Ch. 44

Said ordinance calling for such election shall, prior to the
date set for such eclection, be published in a newspaper of gen-
eral circulation eireulatec in said zone for six consecutive times
if published in a daily newspaper of general cireulation printed
and published in said zone, or two times if published in a weekly
newspaper of general circulation printed and published in said
zone; the last publication of such ordinance must be at least
fourteen (14) days before said election, and if there be no such
newspaper, then such ordinance shall be posted in five publie
places in said participatiig zone for at least thirty (30) days
before the date fixed for such election. No other notice of such
election need be given.

Any defect or irregularity in the proceedings prior to the
calling of such election shall not affect the validity of the bonds.
If at such election two-thirds (2) of the votes east are in favor
of incurring such bonded indebtedness, then bonds of said dis-
trict zone for the amount stated in sueh proceedings shall be
issued and sold as in this act provided.

Sec. 16. The said board of supervisors shall, subject to the
provisions of this act, prescribe hy resolution the form of
said bonds, which must include a designation of the partici-
pating zones, and of the interest coupons attached thereto. Said
bands shall he payable annually or semiannually at the discre-
tion of the board each and every year on a day and date, and at
a place to be fixed by said board, and designated in such bonds,
together with the interest on all sums unpaid on such date until
the whole of said indebtedness shall have been paid.

The bonds shall be issued in such denomination as the said
board of supervisors may determine, except that no bonds shall
be of a less denomination than one hundred dollars ($100),
nor of a greater denomination than one thousand dollars
($1,000), and shall be payable on the day and at the place
fixed in said bonds, and with interest at the rate specified in
such bonds, which rate shall not be in excess of five per centum
(5¢%) per annum, and shall be payable annually or semi-
annually, and said bonds shall be signed by the chairman of
the board of supervisors, and countersigned by the auditor of
said Ventura County, and the seal of said district shall be
affixed thereto. The interest coupons of said honds shall be
numbered consecutively and signed by the auditor of Ventura
County by his engraved or lithographed signature. In case
any such officer whose signatures or countersionatures appear
on the bonds or coupons shall cease to be such officer before the
delivery of such bonds to the purchaser, such sienatures or
countersienatures shall nevertheless be valid and sufficient for
all purposes the same as if such officer had remained in office
until the delivery of the bonds.

Sec. 17 The said hoard of supervisors may issue and sell
the bonds of such district zones authorized as hereinbefore pro-
vided at not less than par value, and the proceeds of the sale
of such bonds shall be placed in the treasury of the County of
Ventura to the credit of said district for the uses and purposes
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of the zone voting said bonds; and the proper record of such
transactions shall be placed upon the books of said ccunty
treasurer, and said respective zone funds shall be applied
exclusively to the purposes and objects mentioned it the
ordinance calling such speeial bond election as aforesaid, sub-
jeet to the provisions in this act contained. Payments fromr said
zone fund shall be made upon demands prepared, presented,
allowed and audited in the same manner as demands upon the
funds of the County of Ventura.

Ste. 18.  Any bonds issued under the provisions of th:s act Bonds as

shall be a lien upon all but only the taxable property of the zone "™
of issuance, and the lien for the honds of any issue shall be a
preferred lien to that of any subsequent issue. Said tonds
and the interest thereon shall be paid by revenue derived from payment
an annual tax upon all the taxable property within said zone
and all the taxable property in the zone shall be and remain
liable to be taxed for such payments as hereinafter provided.
No zone of said Ventura County Flood Control Distriet nor
the property therein, shall be liable for the bonded indebted-
ness of any other zone, nor shall any moneys derived from
taxation in any of the several zones be used in pavment of
prineipal or interest or otherwise of the bonded indebtedness
of any other zone.

Sec. 19. The board of supervisors shall levy a tax or aissess- Loy of
ment each vear upon all the taxable property in the zone of #*
issnance sufficient to pay the interest upon said bonds for that
vear, and such portion of the principal thereof as is to become
due before the time for making the next general tax levy. Such
tax shall be levied and collected in the zone of issuance togsther
with and not separately from taxes for county purposes, and
when collected shall be paid into the county treasury of said
Ventura County to the credit of the zone of issuance, ar.d be
used for the payment of the principal and interest on said
bonds. and for no other purpose. The principal and interest on
said bonds shall be paid by the county treasurer of said Ventura
County in the manner provided by law for the payment of
principal and interest on bonds of said county.

See. 20, The provisions of law of this State, preseribing .
the time and manner of levying, assessing, equalizine anc' col- procedure
lecting county property taxes, including the sale of property
for delinquency, and the redemption from such sale, and the
duties of the several county officers with respect thereto, are,
so far as they are applicable, and not in conflict witl the
specific provisions of this act, hereby adopted and made a part
hereof. Such officers shall be liable upon their several official
bonds for the faithful discharge of the duties imposed apon
them by this act.

Sec. 20.2. Notwithstanding Section 3720 of the Political creation of
Code, the Ventura Connty Flood Control District is velidly {oim,
ereated for purposes of assessment and taxation. The infcrma-
tion and maps. relating to the Ventura County Flood Control
District and the zones thereof, required by Section 3720 cf the
Political Code shall be filed with the county assessor and State
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Board of Hgnalization as soon as praecticable after the effective
date of this act, but no later than February 1, 1945,

Sec. 20.4. Tor the fiseal vear 194-:-1945, bu. for no cther
fiscal year, notwithstandine Section 20 of this act, the assess-
ment and equalization of propeity for the purposc of distriet
taxation shall be effecled as provided in this section.

Taxes of the distriet for the fiscal year 1044-1345 are liens on
property the same as if they were county taxes, excepi that the
distriet tax liens attach as of noon on the day after this act
becomes effective.

It is presumed that the assessments of property made by the
county assessor and by the State Board of Equalization for
county taxation purposes for the fiscal year 1544-1945 are the
correct assessments for purposes of taxation by the Ventura
County Flood Control Distriet ancd the rolls prepared by the
county assessor and the State Board of Equaiization shall be
used for purposes of levying and collecting the taxes for the
distriet. If the ownership or taxable situs or value of any
property changes between noon on the first Monday in March,
1944, and the date on which attaches the lien for taxes of the
Ventura County Flood Control Distriect for the fiscal year
1944-1945, then, on petition of the taxpayer affected to the
assessing authority, suitable entry shall be made on the assess-
ment voll, in the manner prescribed by the State Board of
Equalizatior, to indicate such change in the ownership or tax-
ability or value of the property for purposes of taxation by the
Ventura County Flood Control Distriet.

In equalizing the assessments made by the county assessor,
the hoard of supervisors, sitting as the county board of equal-
ization, in addition to its regular equalization duties, shall also,
in the same manner anc under the same rules, equalize the
valuation of property for purposes of taxation by the Ventura
County Flood Control District in accordance wih the require-
ments of this section and any such changes made by the county
board of equalization: in the assessment roll shall be entered in
the manner preseribed by the State Board of Equalization.

If, for purposes of taxation by the Ventura County Flood
Control District, a change in the assessment for county taxa-
tion purposes is not sought under this section before the end of
the period during which snch assessment may be equalized, or
corrected on a petition for reassessment, such assessment, if
valid for county taxation purposes, is conclusively presumed to
be the correct assessment for taxation purposes of the Ventura
County Flocd Control District.

The board of supervisors may, by ordinance, preseribe any
necessary procedure, in accordance with the poliey of this act,
for the purpose of assessing, equalizing, levying, and collecting
taxes for the Ventura County Flood Control Distriet for the
fiscal year 1944-1945. Kxcept as provided in this section, Seec-
tion 20 of this act is applicable to the assessment and equaliza-
tion of property for the purpose of distriet taxation for the
fiseal year 1544-1540.
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Sec. 21. The bonds of said Ventura County Flood Cantrol Bonds:
District issued for any zone thereof pursuant to this act, shall yements
be legal investments for all trust funds, and for the funds of
all mmsurance companies, banks, both commercial and savings,
and trust companies, and for the State school funds, and when-
ever any money or funds may by law now or hereafter enacted
be invested in bonds of cities, cities and ecounties, counties,
school districts or municipalities in the State of California,
such money or funds may bhe invested in the said bonis of
said district issued in accordance with the provisions of this
act, and whenever bonds of cities, eities and eounties, counties,
school distriets or municipalities, may by any Iaw now or here-
after enacted be used as seeurity for the performance of' any
act, such bonds of said distriet may be so used.

Thig section of this act is intended to be and shall be con-
sidered the latest enactment with respect to the matters berein
contained, and any and all acts or parts of acts in confliet
with the provisions hereof are hereby repealed.

Sec. 22.  All bonds issued by said district under the pro- Bonds Tax
visions of this act shall be free and exempt from all taxation ©™
within the State of California. It is hereby declared thzt the
distriet organized by this act is a reclamation district and an
irrigation district within the meaning of Section 1%, Acrticle
X111, of the Constitution of this State.

Sec. 23.  All contracts for any improvement or unit of worl Lettng
except as hereinafter provided estimated to cost in excess of contracts
five thousand dollars ($5,000) shall be let to the l»west
responsible bidder in the manner hereinafter provided. The
said board of supervisors of said distriet shall advertise by three
(3) insertions in a daily newspaper of general circulation or
two (2) insertions in a weekly newspaper of general ciicula-
tion printed and published in said distriet inviting sealed pro-
posals for the construction of, the improvement or work before
any contraet shall be made therefor, and may let by cortract
separately anyv part of said work or improvement. The hoard
shall require the successful bidder to file with the board good
and sufficient bonds to be approved by the board conditioned
upon the faithful performance of the contract and upoa the
payment of their claims for labor and material in eonneetion
therewith, such bonds to contain the terms and conditions set
forth in Chapter 38 of Division 5 of Title 1 of the Government
Code and to be subject to the provisions of that chapter. The
board shall also have the right to reject any and all bids, In
the event all proposals arve rejected or no proposals are received
pursuant to advertisement therefor. or where the estimated cost
of such work does not exceed the sum of five thousand dollars
($5,000), or the work consists of channel protection, or main-
tenance work, or emerzency work when necessaryv in order to
protect life and property from impending flood damage, the
board of supervisors may without advertising for bids therefor
have said work done hy force acecount. The distriet shall have
the power to purchase in the open market without adverlising
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for bids therefor, materials and supplies for use in any work
therewith either nunder contract or by force aceount.

Ske. 24, Any improvement for which bonds are voted under
the previsions of this act, shall be made in conformity with the
report, plans, specifications and map theretofore adopted. as
above specified. unless the doing of any of such work deseribed
in said report, shall be prohibited by law, or be rendered con-
trary to the best interests ¢f the district by some ehange of con-
ditions in relation thereto. in which event the board of super-
visors may orcder necessary changes made in such proposed
work or improvements and may cause any plans and specifiea-
tions to be made and adopted therefor.

Sec. 25. Whenever bonds have been authorized by any zone
of said distriet and the proceeds of the sale thereof have been
expended as in this aet authorized, and said board of super-
visors shall by resolution passed by a vote of all of its
members determine that additional bonds should be issued
for earrying out the work of flood control, or for any of the
purposes of this act, said board of supervisors may again pro-
ceed as in this act provided, and submit to the qualified voters
of said zone the question of issuing additional bonds in the same
manner and with like procedure as hereinbefore provided, and
all the above provisions of this act for the issuing and sale of
such bonds, and for the expenditure of the proceeds thereof,
shall be deemed to apply to such issue of additional bonds.

Sec. 26. Should a proposition for issuing bonds for any
zone submitted at any election under this act fail to receive the
requisite numnber of votes of the qualified electors voting at
such election to incur the indebtedness for the purpose specified,
the said hoard of supervisors of said district shall not for six
months after such election call or order another election in that
zone for incurring indebtedness and issuing bonds under the
terms of this act, either for the same objects and purposes, or
for any of the objects and purposes of this act.

Scte. 27. The repeal or amendment of this act shall not in
any way affect or release any of the property in said district or
any zone thereof from the obligations of any outstanding bonds
or indebtedness until all such bonds and outstanding indebted-
ness have been fully paid and discharged.

Seo. 28. There is hereby granted to Ventura County Flood
Control District the right of way for the location, construction
and maintenance of flood control channels, ditches, waterways,
conduits, canals, storm dikes, embankments, and protective
works in, over and across public lands of the State of Cali-
fornia, not otherwise disposed of or in use, not in any case
exceeding in length or width that which is necessary for the
construction of such works and adjuncts or for the protection
thereof. Whenever any selection of a right of way for such
works or adjunets thereto is made by the distriet the hoard of
supervisors thereof must transmit to the State Lands Commis-
sion, the Controller of the State and the recorder of the county
in which the selected lands are situated, a plat of the lands so
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selected, giving the extent thereof and the uses for which the
same is claimed or desired, duly verified to be correct 1f the
State Lands Commission shall approve the selections so made
it shall endorse its approval upon the plat and issue to the
district a permit to use such right of way and lands.
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Sec. 29. 1In case any street, road, highway, railroad, canal, ; .ctorence
or other property subject or devoted to public use shall become vith othe

properly

subject to flooding or other interference by reason of the con- Fiosdmg.

struction or proposed construction of any works of the distriet ®¢

or project, the board of supervisors of the district may acquire
by agreement or condemnation the right so to flood or otherwise
interfere with such property, within or without the distriet
whether it be publicly or privately owned, and if such right be
acquired by condemnation, the judgment may, if the court shall
find that public necessity or convenience so requires, direct the
district to relocate such street, road, highway, railroad, car al or
other property in accordance with plans prescribed by the zourt
and if by such judgment or by agreement the district shull be
required to relocatc any such street, road, highway, railroad,
canal or other property subject or devoted to public use, the
board shall have power to acquire in the name of the district, by
agreement or condemnation, all rights of way and other prop-
erty necessary or proper for compliance with said agreement or
said judgment of condemnation and thereafter to make such
conveyance of such relocated street, road, highway, railroad.
canal, or other property as may be proper to comply with said
agreement or judgment.

Sec. 30. This aet, and every part thereof, shall be liberally Liveral

eonstruciion

construed to promote the objects thereof, and to carry out its
intents and purposes.

Sec. 31. In case any section or sections, or part of any sec- copstitu-
tion, of this act, shall be found to be unconstitutional or inx alid, tenabty

for any reason, the remainder of the act shall not therely be
invalidated, but shall remain in full force and effect.

Sec. 32. This act may be designated and referred to as the shat utle

“Ventura County Flood Control Act’” and any reference
thereto by such designation shall be deemed sufficient fcr all
purposes.

Sec. 33. The area of the district is subject to periodical Legsiatie
floods of devastating violence during the rainy seasons and dur.- feclaration

ing the dry seasong portions of the area are subject to extreme
drought, greatly imperiling the health and lives of persons and
livestock and the growing of crops. Recognizing this fact, the
United States Army Engineers have made studies toward the
economie advisability of flood eontrol in Zones 1, 2 and 3. The
recommendations of the United States Army Engineers for
Zone 1 have been approved and are incorporated in an omuibus
bill now presented to the Congress of the United States of
America. The report on Zone 2 is almost completed and Zone 3
is under study. The general law contains no provision fo- the
issuance of bonds for purposes of raisine funds to assist in such
work. The cost of adequate flood eontrol is beyond the mea 15 of
7—L-4600
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the property owners and taxpayers of said district, and it is
necessary to nego’iate to obtain financial aid from the United
States Government. It is desirable to immediately form a
political entity to satisfac.orily deal with agencies of the United
States Government,

Investigation baving shown conditions in the County of Ven-
tura to be peculiar to that county, it is hereby declared that a
general law can not be made applicable thereto and that the
enactment of this special law is necessary for the eonservation,
development, eontrol and use of said waters for the protection
of life and property therzin and for the publie good.

Sec. 34. The distriet formed under this act in order to
determine the legality of its existence, may institute a proceed-
ing therefor in the superior court of this State, in and for the
County of Ventura, by filing with the clerk of said eounty a com-
plaint setting forth the name of the distriet, its exterior boun-
daries, the date of its organization and a prayer that it be
adjudged a legal flood control and water conservation and
development district formed under the provisions of this act.
The summons in such proceeding shall be served by publishing
a copy thereof once a week for four weeks in some newspaper of
general eireulation published in said eounty. Within thirty
(30) days after the last publication of said summons shall have
been completed and proof thereof filed in said proceeding, any
property owner or resident in said district, or any person inter-
ested may appear and answer said complaint, in which case said
answer shall set forth the facts relied upon to show the invalid-
ity of the distriet and shall be filed in such proceeding. If an
answer be filed, the court shall proceed as in other civil cases.
Such proceeding is hereby declared to be a proceeding in rem
and the judgment rendered therein shall be conelusive against
all persons whomsoever and against the State of California.

Sec. 35. This act is hereby declared to be an uraeney meas-
ure necessary for the immediate preservation ol public peace,
health and safety within the meaning of Section 1 of Article IV
of the Constitution of the State of Califormia and shall, there-
fore, go into effect immeciately. A statement of facts consti-
tuting such necessity is as follows:

The unprecedented floods of 1938, 1941, 1943, and 1944,
which destroyed much valuable property in Ventura County,
and destroyved many acres of valuable watershed in said county,
have created a perilous flood condition in said countv due to the
change of courses of many of the principal watercourses in said
county and the filling of natural watercourses with'sand and
debris. Many of said watercourscs are in such condition that
even a minor flood may result in loss of life anc heavy property
damage due to inadequacy ol natural watercourses to carry
normal flows of sform waters and that because of such condi-
tions it is necessary that this act go into effect immediately.





